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UYO has been announced as the National Book Clubs City for a second year, commencing from 
April 23rd 2022 to April 23rd 2023. Accordingly, Uyo would host the 2022 National Conference 
and AGM of the Network of Book Clubs and Reading Promoters in Nigeria. Thanks to Dr Udeme 
Nana who introduced and canvassed the idea of replicating the UNESCO programme in Nigeria. 
It was a huge success this year, 2021. Let's make it better in 2022/2023.

@ Tropicana  Mall

News Flash!
www.uyobookclub.org



From the 

Editorial Desk

T
he Year 2021 has been an eventful year for the Uyo Book 

Club. We've broken new grounds and consolidated on our 

achievements. The Brook newsletter against all odds was 

launched this year and this is the fourth edition. 

This year, we've opened new book clubs, held special events and 

hosted the whole of Nigeria in the first ever National Book Clubs and 

Reading Promoters National Conference. The event placed Uyo in 

the spotlight as the National Book City Capital of Nigeria 2021. All 

these are in line with our major objective of 'refining the sensibilities 

of the people in our society.’

All regular sections of The Brook newsletter return in this edition with intellectually stimulating and 

interesting content. The theme of this edition is a recap of the year 2021, so expect to see highlights of 

our events and activities in this edition. 

We are focused on growing this community of book lovers and enriching our reading culture. The 

Brook is designed to appeal to all classes of people and to make for an easy and enjoyable reading 

experience. We hope this edition does just that! 

Happy Holidays and best wishes for the New Year 2022!

Iniobong Leroi Umoh

Quotable Quotes 

- “All human beings who 
are fortunate to read today 
must stand with those who 
have chosen to bring back 

what can be called a 
reading revolution, a 

revolution without arms.”
- - Ray Ekpu

- “The sad news is that we don't have people reading. The 
older people don't read; the younger people don't read. And 
again, for the younger people, one can find reason why they 

don't do it. If parents don't even read newspapers, not to talk 
of having books to read, how would the children read?” 

- - Abom Tony Esu.

- "The Book is a 
global citizen"
- Barr Ekong 

Sampson 

- "That's the thing about 
books. They let you 

travel without moving 
your feet"

- Jhumpa Lahiri

-”You miss 100% of the shots you don't take”
- W. Gretzky



NEWS 2021 NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 
Raffia City Book Club Inaugurated in Ikot Ekpene*

th
On the 9  day of May 2021, another Book Club, the Raffia City Book Club (RCBC) was been set up in 
the city of Ikot Ekpene, Akwa Ibom State. The city becomes the second in the state after Uyo where 
Dr Udeme Nana, has set up station to bring back the culture of reading and social learning.
************************************* ******************************************************
Watbridge Opens Guest Library
Watbridge Hotels & Suites scores another historic feat as it unveils first ever Guest Library named 
after the great African write, Ngugi wa Thiong'o. The Library is a state-of-the-art facility comprising a 
reading area, cyber cafe, tea bay as well as e-library and hard copy components to boost the reading 
culture, encourage scholastic research and inventive imagination for lodgers and visitors to the hotel.
************************************* ******************************************************
Uyo Club marks World Book Day 2021 with Village Boy at NCI
Uyo Book Club marked the WORLD BOOK DAY on 23rd April 2021 with a special reading session at 
the Nigerian Christian Institute (NCI). Dr. Udeme Nana led a delegation of members of the book club 
to read with the students of NCI, Uyo.
To spark their minds and encourage the students to read more, the club chose as book of focus, 
Village Boy, written by Anietie Usen which got the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals, 
(UN SDG Book, African Chapter) recognition and selection as one of the best of five books 
nominated for the 2021 World Book and Copyright Day.
By Nseabasi Valentine 
************************************* ******************************************************
...Unveils The Brook Newsletter 
The unveiling of The BROOK, the newsletter of Uyo Book Club held on Friday 23rd April 2021.  At the 
formal launch event, members of the club were admonished to support the publication to ensure it 
blossoms to become a leading pool in nurtuting a healthy “community of lovers of education – 
reading, writing and discourse.”
****************************************************************************************
...Celebrates Soyinka at 87
It was a rendition of eulogies as authors, poets and many lovers of literature converged in Uyo, Akwa 
Ibom State, to celebrate Wole Soyinka at 87. Prof Soyinka is a professor of Comparative Literature 
and the 1986 Nobel Prize winner in Literature. He turned 87 on July 13, 2021.
The event, tagged “Kongi @87,” was a special reading session organised by, Uyo Book Club, to 
celebrate the 87th birthday of the literary icon and Nobel laureate. It was attended by people across 
all disciplines..
******************************************************************************************
...Holds special session on Chinua Achebe 
The need to tap into the rich reservoir of our African cultural heritage for the enrichment of literary 
exertions has been espoused by readers and scholars at the Uyo Book Club. This among others was 
part of the submissions arrived at by discussants and other participants during the August Reading 
Session of the intellectual community held at the William Shakespeare Room, Watbridge Hotels 
Suites, Uyo.
By Samuel Udoma 
**********************************************************************************************
...Hosts National Book Clubs Conference
The maiden National Book Clubs Conference, Uyo 2021, held in Uyo with a charge on public libraries 
and other content related centres to play more active roles in shaping the future of e-publishing in 
the country.
Presenting a keynote address on the theme, “The Place of Public Libraries in the Age of e-books and 
the Challenges of Social Reading”, Prof Felicia Etim, the Librarian of the Federal University, Otuoke, 
described public libraries as “the people's university, the local gateway to knowledge, decision 
making and cultural development of individuals and social groups.”
**************************************************************************************
...Holds 2nd Obong Victor Attah Colloquium 
The Uyo Book Club on Saturday 20th November 2021 held the second Obong Victor Attah 
Colloquium. The event, organized to celebrate the legacies of the former Governor and mark his 
83rd birthday, was held at Shakespeare Hall, Watbridge Hotels & Suites, Uyo.
There was a galaxy of testimonials from some of Victor Attah's Commissioners and trusted aides. 
Other speakers including scholars and students, all paid glowing tribute to a leader who mentored 
many and laid the foundation of the modern-day Akwa Ibom State.



BOOK REVIEW

          BURNING HURT
“The deepest wounds in life come not from swords but words.”

Unyime-Ivy King, a graduate of English from the 
University of Uyo, in her maiden novel, BURNING 
HURT (2014) answered to Prof. Des Wilson's clarion call 
for “writers to follow Achebe's footsteps by using their 
writing skills to promote their culture and traditional 
values to the world and stop the mimicking of western 
culture.” Her debut novel was heralded by raving 
reviews and praise. A few dared to rank it along the 
highly rated and acclaimed debut novel of Chinua 
Achebe, Things Fall Apart.
 
The BURNING HURT by Unyime-Ivy King is a fitting 
narration of a universal storyline of a character in drab 
and frightful circumstances of birth and living 
conditions transforming into a flight of 
fantasy of a life of glitz, glamour, and 
glory! The story of Itohowo the main 
character is skillfully weaved through the 
labyrinth of a troubled home and 
childhood. There is an abusive father 
who dies early to turn his children to 
stunned orphans with a desperate 
widow. The mother, a bemused and 
frantic widow, slides into a hasty second 
marriage without much thought to the 
burden that comes with a notorious 
randy man who shamelessly spares 
nothing in skirts. The marriage happens 
in spite of the thick murmuring and 
accusation in the village of the same 
man murdering her former husband, 
Ekanem. Itohowo becomes a target of the philandering 
advances of her step-father which she resists severally 
at great and imminent risks to her welfare. Her mother 
cares less and won't even give her a listening ear to 
complain of her travails. She finds a listener, 
sympathizer and comforter outside her home in 
Daniel, a teenage undergraduate, who later became her 
boyfriend. It turned out to be flirting and pyrrhic. A 
pregnancy at her teen age that was stoutly and rudely 
denied by Daniel tore her life and her world apart. The 
fragile thread that seemed to hold things for her could 
no longer hold, shredding her life into many shattering 
pieces. At her breaking point when her world turned 
dark, a ray pierced the darkness to illuminate a path that 
takes her to a place of consolation and comfort she 
could hardly dream of. Her Cinderella circuit is fully 
manifest!

 
The plot has a surfeit of love and hate, betrayal and 
forgiveness, gender rivalry and sex. Also, a surfeit of 
youthful exuberance bordering on the reckless and 
haughty adult pretenses with biased gender traditions. 
There is a strong pull by urban life opportunities that 
elicits the migration from the drab and austere rural 
setting especially of the youthful population. There is a 
dominant display of the insignia and practice of intense 
religiosity. The seething influence of religion permeates 
the society in ways that are soothing to the pangs and 
pains many people have to endure. The hope it offers is 
appealing to the downtrodden, humbling to the elite, 
and provides grace and salvation to many troubled 
souls. There is a generous interjection of Ibibio popular 

phrases, proverbs and anecdotes. The interjections 
are seamless. They serve as the palm oil that 
lubricates the eating of boiled cocoyam as it 
facilitates a smooth sail to an empty stomach. The 
customs, cuisine, lifestyle, superstition and 
idiosyncrasies of Akwa Ibom people and 
communities are in rich and proud display.

 

The author demonstrates a superb mastery of the 

use and deployment of words with intense and 

robust literary repertoire. You could safely accuse 

her of possessing the power and indulging in the 

practice of hypnotism. She transports the reader 

like in a trance to the scene. The 

transition is not sudden. She 

unassumingly draws you slowly, 

steadily and seamlessly into the 

acts. She makes you walk in the 

shadows of the characters. You 

partake in their conversations. You 

laugh and cry with them. You are 

enthralled by strong unexplainable 

emotive forces. In spite of my 

conscious efforts not to tear up, I 

did experience glassy eyes on more 

than a few occasions. 

  

Thank goodness for my release 

from her gripping spell. I am eagerly 

looking forward to her future book offerings!

 

 

By 

Anie Sunny UDOH

The Lie said to the Truth:

"Let's take a bath together, the well water is very 

nice."

The Truth, still suspicious, tested the water and 

found out it really was nice. 

So they got naked and bathed. 

But suddenly, the Lie leapt out of the water and fled, 

wearing the clothes of the Truth.

The Truth, furious, climbed out of the well to get her 

clothes back. 

But the World, upon seeing the naked Truth, looked 

away, with anger and contempt. 

Poor Truth returned to the well and disappeared 

forever, hiding her shame. 

Since then, the Lie runs around the world, 

dressed as the Truth, and society is very happy...

Because the world has no desire to know the naked 

Truth.

( Jean-Léon Gérome, 

wrote the above in 1896).

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 



Spotlight

Prof Ebewo, VC Topfaith University Mkpatak
 with the winner of The Brook maiden 

CROSSWORD Puzzle, Miss Precious Archibong O.

Commissioner for Education, Akwa Ibom State, 
Mrs Idongesit Etiebiet receiving an award

 on behalf of Gov Udom Emmanuel 

Fmr. Gov Victor being welcome to Watbridge hotel 
by Dr Udeme Nana and others 

NBCRP conference materials 

Cross section of Uyo Book Club members and delegates on the  tour
 of Tony Esu Center on Day 2 of the NBCRPC

Dr Udeme Nana; Dr Ekong Sampson; Mrs 
Idongesit Etiebiet, Education Commissioner 

Aks; Richard Mammah President NCRPN

Engr.  Nsikak Essien @ Raffia City Book Club

Dr Udeme takes Book Club to Eket at inaugural meeting 
of Eket Book club 

Mr Anietie Usen, author of The Village Boy
interacting with the students of Department 

of English, University of Uyo 

Topfaith Secondary School Students at Raffia City Book Club



BOOK GALLERY

Chronicles from the Land of the Happiest People on Earth 
By Wole Soyinka 

Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka presents his first novel in nearly half a 

century: a savagely satiric, gleefully irreverent, rollicking fictional 

meditation on how power and greed can corrupt the soul of a 

nation.
Chronicles from the Land of the Happiest People on Earth is at 
once a literary hoot, a crafty whodunit, and a scathing indictment of 
political and social corruption. It is a stirring call to arms against the 
abuse of power from one of our fiercest political activists, who also 
happens to be a global literary giant.

The Uncommon Housewife 
By Uboho Bassey

The Uncommon Housewife comprises poems on dreams, love and 

relationship, life issues, motivation, and inspiration. Within its pages 

lies the power of pulling the world closer through leaps of thoughts 

and refresh how we look at life as it takes us to unexpected places 

through unknown paths. Let the collection of poems in this book 

accompany you on your reminiscences through life and refresh 

your perception of daily existence and its complexities.

New York My Village 
By Uwem Akpan 

Exuberant storytelling 

full of wry comedy, dark 

history, and devastating 

satire—by the celebrated 

and original author of the 

#1 New York Times 

bestseller, Say You're 

One of Them.

Notice Me
By Emem Uko 

Emem Uko takes you on a 

suspense-filled journey on 

the behind-the-scenes 

struggles of the lead 

vocalist of a boy band. A 

journey of growth, loss, 

and finding a long-needed 

love. It is music to your 

ears. You will want it on 

repeat.

A Christmas Carol 
By Charles Dickens 

 A Christmas Carol, first 

p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 4 3 ,   

recounts the story of 

Ebenezer Scrooge, an 

elderly miser who is visited 

by the ghost of his former 

business partner Jacob 

Marley and the spirits of 

Christmas Past, Present 

and Yet to Come. After 

their visits, Scrooge is 

transformed into a kinder, 

gentler man.
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astor Nyaknnoabasi Osso is one of Africa's most 

Pcelebrated Library, Information and Knowledge 

Manager, with 50 years of service in library, 

information and knowledge base industry.

Dele Giwa, the legendary American-trained, Nigerian editor 

and cofounder of the phenomenal Newswatch Magazine, 

described him as “the best of the best”. Celebrated architect, 

Chukwudi Eze, of the prestigious Columbia University, New 

York, USA, said, “Osso is one of Africa's most distinguished 

Librarians”. Writing about Osso recently, Taiwo Obe, a famed 

Nigerian journalist and founder of the Journalism Clinic, 

described Osso as “one of the world's greatest librarians”. 

Yakubu Mohammed, former Managing Editor of Newswatch 

Magazine said Osso is “one man I know that is married to his 

profession.”

Not to forget, he is the editor of the award-winning 

Newswatch Who's Who In Nigeria and the Who's Who in 

Nigeria by the Nigerian International Biographical Centre, 

NIBC. Till today, what you may not find on the internet about 

Nigeria is likely to be in his custody.

In the pre-internet age of the 80s and 90s, Osso was the 

veritable Google, the ultimate search engine for foremost 

journalists in Nigeria and beyond. At his beck and call, always 

and unfailingly, was the specific information on when, where 

and what any writer ever needed to write a respected story. 

Ray Ekpu, famous Nigerian journalist and one-time World 

Editor of the Year described him as “excellent”. According to 

Ekpu “We call him the two-minute librarian, because he 

could get you what you wanted in two minutes or give you an 

idea of where to find it within that time frame….”

Apart from his 13-room personal library in Abuja, stocked 

and stacked to the ceilings with hundreds of thousands of 

books, magazines and journals, he has embarked on, 

probably, the most challenging task of his shinning career. It 

is a one-stop, first-in-Nigeria biographical information 

database, built to showcase Nigeria's achievers and heroes, 

home and abroad, dead or alive, dating back to 1861.

BLERF is currently running two coordinated websites for the 

le g a c y  p ro j e c t s .  Th ey  a re   a n d  w w w. b le r f . o rg

www.womennigeria.org   It is already a home of Nigerian 

biographies. It is the capsule of Nigerian history. It is the 

unique roadmap of Nigeria's journey from eternity to the still 

elusive Promised Land.

One day in 1988, in the course of his endless quest for 

information, he placed a call to the Office of Olusegun 

Obasanjo. At that time, Obasanjo was a former military Head 

of State, and busy as well with a forum he set up called Africa 

Leadership Forum. Osso had expected a receptionist or at 

best the Confidential Secretary of the big man to pick the 

call. Instead a shocker assailed him. This shocker was later to 

catapult his life into unexpected trajectory.
Obasanjo's Secretary was not on seat and the big man 
happened to be passing through the Secretary's Office when 
the phone rang. He picked Osso's call and said in his 
unmistakable gruffly voice, 'I am Olusegun Obasanjo, what 
can I do for you?' Said Osso, “I was rattled, but I shot my 

shot…and the rest is history”.
Part of the history is that this otherwise 
normal phone call set in motion a chain 
of events and decades of close 
relationship between Obasanjo and 
Osso. When Obasanjo miraculously 
metamorphosed from prison to palace, 
as president of Nigeria in 1999, he 
appointed Osso as the Special Assistant 
to the President on Library, Research 
and Documentation for eight years 
(1999-2007). Even after Obasanjo 
completed his tenure as president and 
all his ministers and aides went their 
different ways, the former president 
refused to part with Osso. Two of them 
arrived Abeokuta into Obasanjo's 
famous residence to begin a new life of 
breaking limits.
At stake was the proposal for the 
Olusegun Obasanjo Presidential 
Library, OOPL, which Osso had floated 
and pursued with the zeal of Paul of 
Tarsus. No such library had been built 
anywhere in Africa. Osso visited 13 
Presidential Libraries in the United 
States  to  compare  notes  and 
understudy the kind of presidential 
library he envisioned for Obasanjo. At 
the end he settled for and modeled the 
OOPL after the President Bill Clinton's 
Library in Little Rock, Arkansas. In the 
process, he met Bill Clinton many times. 
He also met a host of world leaders 
including the Madiba (Nelson Mandela). 
In the official webpage of OOPL, 
Obasanjo attributes the idea of the 
gigantic project to Osso. The journey to 
the first presidential library in Africa, 
Obasanjo wrote “began in 1988 
between myself and Mr Nyaknno Osso”. 
And in the third volume of his last book, 
My Watch, where Obasanjo dedicated a 
chapter to the Presidential Library, he 
described Osso as “the OOPL's man on 
the ground”.

By Anietie Usen

Nyaknnoabasi Osso: 
The King of the Archives 

http://www.blerf.org
http://www.womennigeria.org


INSPIRATIONAL 

Writing is my thing - Emem Uko 
Please introduce yourself
My name is Emem E. Uko. I'm a Nigerian writer, artist, and entrepreneur 
based in the United States of America. I have published five fictional 
books and spend most of my time writing, drawing, and designing 
artwork for interiors. I was born in Port Harcourt to Dr. Etim D. Uko and 
Mrs. Elizabeth E. Uko and later relocated to the US for my higher 
education. While there, I received a bachelor's and master's degree in 
Business Administration. I consider myself a businesswoman, but 
writing is "my thing."

How was your upbringing like?
I recall my upbringing being academically encouraging and morally 
sound. My parents were big on education and church-related activities. 
As the first child, I always strived to set a good example for my siblings, 
and fortunately, I had good guidance. As an educator, my dad 
influenced my love for books. My mom, who has always been business-oriented, influenced my 
interest in entrepreneurship. I grew up learning that even if what I loved to do didn't bring in the big 
bucks, it was okay to hone those skills and get better at doing them. Having multiple skills is a plus. This 
thinking has enabled me to enjoy my hobbies while monetizing some.

When did you start reading books?
I owned and started reading books as early as I could remember. Books were everywhere in our home. 
There was a time when the dining table was always piled with books and became a spot for reading. I 
enjoyed reading fictional books because I found them quite intriguing and engaging. If I'm being 
honest, I wasn't a fan of textbooks and some English literature because they felt tasking. However, 
when I got my hands on some series and other fictional works, I found myself glued to those worlds 
and was fascinated by their vocabulary that was out of reach from my day-to-day grammar. I loved 
every bit of learning about other things that I couldn't imagine on my own. I digress, but that's what 
talking about books does to me.

When did you start writing?
I started writing at the young age of probably seven. I remember writing stories and drawing pictures 
in my drawing books. These were for fun, of course. I never thought of becoming a writer. I was just into 
journaling, writing blog posts, short stories, and drawing. These were my hobbies. My first published 
book isn't my first work. It just happens to be the one that a friend found because I printed it. She 
insisted and later persuaded me to publish it. I'm glad I listened to her.

Why are books and reading important to you?
I consider reading as a form of travel without physically changing location. When I travel, I experience 
more than I can imagine. It's more than what I see and more of what I feel. I learn more and strive for 
more. It doesn't matter what I'm reading. I find myself delving into the work, analyzing it, and then 
concluding if I agree with its view or not. I end up learning more about the thoughts of others and how 
they see the world. Knowing how and enjoying to read is a privilege that I'm forever grateful for and 
having good writers out there continues to inspire me.

Who is your favorite author?
Diana Gabaldon

Do you make money from writing?
Yes, I do.

What advice can you give to aspiring writers?
Just write. Know that every writer started from somewhere. There are people out there to assist you if 
you're doubtful about your work. Listen to their constructive criticism and learn from it, but don't stop 
writing.

What are your future plans regarding writing?
I plan to continue to write.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email: ukoemem@gmail.com    
    Website: www.ememuko.com  

 Blog: www.ukoemem.com
Facebook: Emem Uko   

      Amazon: Emem Uko

http://www.ememuko.com
http://www.ememuko.com
mailto:ukoemem@gmail.com
http://www.ememuko.com
http://www.ememuko.com
http://www.ememuko.com
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· MERRY CHRISTMAS 
· BOOK CLUBS CONFERENCE 
· UYO BC 
· UDOM EMMANUEL 
· VICTOR ATTAH  
· IDONGESIT ETIEBET 
· RAY EKPU 
· RICHARD MAMMAH 
· WOLE SOYINKA 
· CHINUA ACHEBE 
·  THE BROOK  
· VILLAGE BOY 

· UDEME NANA 
· EKONG SAMPSON 
· FELICIA ETIM 
· ITA MBABA 
· DES WILSON 
· MARTIN AKPAN 
· JOE USHIE 
· ANIETIE USEN 

· NYAKNNOABASI OSSO 

· SAM AKPE 

· TONY ESU 

· MAADIAH JOHNSON 

· BAN  ( BOOKSELLERS 

ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIA)

· RAFFIA CITY BC 

· MINISO  

· WATBRIDGE HOTEL 

· TOPFAITH SCHOOLS 

· NCI UYO 

· APOSTOLIC FAITH SEC. IK 

· ALRANGE 

· AMEN 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE on HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021 UYO BOOK CLUB
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE WINNERS 
NDFOR 2  QUARTER April –June 2021

             
      

Brain Teaser 

uyobookclub2@gmail.com



Watbridge
hotels & suites

PROUDLY HOSTS UYO BOOK CLUB MONTHLY

...powering intellectualism in hospitality

Watbridge HALL OF FAME
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 NBCRP Mr Richard Mammah 
speaking at Conference 

Section of delegates at National Book Clubs conference at Watbridge hotel 

Some NBCRPC Delegates at 
the registration desk

Presentation of a portrait of Prof. Wole Soyinka drawn by 
Jeediah Johnson to Dr. Udeme Nana at the NBCRPC veriety Night

Cutting of the cake at the 
2nd Obong Victor AttahColloquium
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